
 

Leader’s Decision Record 

Title of Report:  Barrow Local Committee Area Manager’s Report Decisions 

 

Decision of:  Stewart Young, Leader of the Council  

 

Cabinet Member: Deborah Earl – Cabinet Member Public Health and 

Community Services 

___________________________________________________________________ 

1) What is the decision about? (Brief Summary) 

The Leader is being asked to take 3 decisions, that under normal circumstances would 
have been taken by Barrow Local Committee.  However, the Barrow LC meeting 
scheduled for 28 May 2020 has been cancelled and therefore the Leader is being 
asked to agree the recommendation on behalf of the local committee.  

2) Recommendation(s) to the Executive Director? 

The Leader is asked to:- 

a) Agree to support the continuation of the Barrow Business Improvement 
District in the forthcoming ballot and to authorise the Area Manager to 
complete the voting paperwork to this effect; 

b) Agree to award £57,060 for the money advice contract in Barrow to to 
Barrow Citizens Advice Bureau. 

c) agree an award of a grant of £5,500 to Barrow Business Improvement 
District (subject to their re-election) to support the Festival of Transport and 
Super Soapbox Challenge. 

3) Background to the proposals 

Throughout the past year, Barrow Local Committee have continued to meet regularly 
to enable Members to continue to carry out their work during the pandemic.   

As the Barrow Local Committee meeting scheduled for 28 May has been cancelled 
the Leader is being asked to take 3 decisions, which are time critical and cannot wait 
until the next round of local committee meetings.  These decisions are detailed below:- 

i. Barrow Business Improvement District (BID) is now ending its first term of office 
and is up for re-election.  The ballot for this runs between 28th May and 24th 
June with all businesses, charities and public sector hereditaments with a 
rateable value of £4,000 or more within the BID area eligible to vote.  Cumbria 
County Council is eligible to cast 6 votes due to the number of properties it has 
within the designated area. 

Barrow Local Committee members have indicated their support for the BID re-
election and for the vote to be cast in this way and for the Area Manager to be 
authorised to complete the paperwork to this effect. 



 

ii. At the Full Council meeting of 18 February 2021, Council confirmed the Local 
Committee Budget Allocations for 2021/22.  As part of this budget £57,060 is 
included for money advice services.   

At the budget setting workshop of 6 April 2021 Members reviewed their budget 
allocation and confirmed key areas of focus for the new financial year.  As part 
of this session Members agreed the funding for the money advice service to 
Barrow Citizens Advice Bureau (BCAB) in line with the previous years criteria / 
agreement.   

At the informal Local Committee meeting of 11 May, members formally re-
confirmed this recommendation for the funding of £57,060 to BCAB. 

iii. Barrow Business Improvement District (BID) contacted Local Committee 
seeking financial support for two of their flagship projects – Festival of Transport 
and The Super Soapbox Challenge.  The request was specifically for:  

• £3,000 for the festival of transport (the BID funding the remaining 
£5,000) 

• £2,500 for the Super Soapbox Challenge to specifically cover costs 
towards: 

o Medical Support 
o Set up of disabled friendly viewing area 
o Pre and post event cleaning. 

Barrow Local Committee members had been briefed recently on two projects 
coming forward from the BID,  Members supported the proposals and have 
indicated that they wish to support these projects with for funding of  £5,500, 
given the economic benefits and covid recovery implications for the Borough.  
The caveat to their request was that the funding be provided subject to the BID 
being re-elected in June.  Feedback from the BID Manager was that should te 
BID not be re-elected the events would continue regardless and rather than 
Local Committee Funding they would use reserves that had been previously 
earmarked for future activities to  pay for these costs.   

It is therefore recommended that the funding be supported subject to the re-
election. 

4) Reasons for the recommendation(s)?  

In addition to the context outlined in section 3 above, key points relating to the 
rationale for each of the recommendations is outlined below. 

i. The Business Improvement District (BID) has and continues to support the 
economy of Barrow and in particular the town centre.  The BID was 
beginning to develop a programme of activity and investment prior to Covid 
19 and will be instrumental to the work around recovery.  Local Committee 
therefore support the re-election of this organisation. 

ii. Barrow Citizens Advice have continued to deliver a good service in relation 
to money advice and have reported back to Local Committee regularly.  At 
the same time they are involved in the Local Resilience Group and will be 
key in supporting recovery.  Members are therefore supportive of the Local 
Committee Money Advice funding to go to BCAB for 2021/22. 



 

iii. Barrow BID’s two flagship events provide benefits to the borough both in 
terms of the local economy but also in terms of enabling residents to access 
different activities.  Barrow Local Committee fully support this work and 
therefore the funding request. 

5) What options have been considered? 

Options have been considered for each of the recommendations. These are 
outlined below. 

i. BID Ballot – Members considered whether to support the continuation of the 
BID or whether to vote against this.  Members felt that the benefits the BID 
do and could continue to bring were significant and therefore recommended 
to support this. 

ii. Members considered whether to award the funding to BCAB or whether to 
look for an alternative service provider.  Members unanimously felt that 
BCAB had provided a good service the previous year and therefore agreed 
that they would like to see the funding provided to this organisation. 

iii. Members reviewed the request and considered whether the BID could / 
should apply for funding elsewhere rather than Local Committee and 
therefore not to fund these activities. Members felt however that this funding 
was in line with Local Committee’s priority around economic development 
and also supported Covid recovery and therefore recommended to fund.  

6) What risks have been identified?  

The below outlines risks identified for each of the recommendations: 

i. If approval is not granted to vote in the BID ballot in a timely manner the 
Council will be unable to have an input into the outcome of the election. 

ii. The risk identified with the money advice contract is that the service 
provided does not deliver the outcomes / targets identified.  This will be 
mitigated through regular discussions / reviews with BCAB and reporting to 
Local Committee. 

iii. The main risk identified with the BID funding was that if not re-elected would 
the events still continue.  Following the initial request the BID manager has 
confirmed in writing that the events will continue and they would fund the full 
amount through reserves, therefore mitigating the risk to the authority.   

7) What resources will be needed/how will the proposal be funded?   

Identified resource requirements for each of the recommendations are outlined below: 

i. No identified resource requirement 

ii. The funding of £57,060 is included within Local Committee’s budget allocation 

iii. Funding of £5,500 from Local Committee’s General Provisions budget 

8) What Legal considerations are relevant to the decision? 

No legal implications have been identified for consideration in respect of the 
recommendations arising from this report.  The Leader of the Council is empowered 
to consider and take forward these four recommendations for consideration because 



 

it is not possible for Barrow Local Committee to do so after the formal meeting on 28 
May 2021 was cancelled.  It is highlighted within the report why a delay in making 
these recommendations for a decision would seriously prejudice the Council’s or the 
public interest.  

Executive member Consultation 

Name: Deborah Earl – Cabinet Member for Public Health and Community Services 

Details of any registrable interest relevant to the decision: None 

Details of any dispensation granted: None 

 

 

Key Decisions 

 

Notice on Forward Plan?  N/A 

 

Rule 15 Notice?  N/a 

 

Rule 16 Approval by Chair of Scrutiny Board?  N/A 

 

Exempt from Call in?  No 

 

 

 

Decision 

 

Signature of the decision record authorises the implementation (following expiry of 

the Call In period where applicable) of the recommendations in Section 2. 

Signature of decision maker:   

 

Name: Stewart Young 

 

Post title: Leader of the Council   

 

Date: 17 June 2021 

 

Delegated authority to make the decision:  

Cabinet Procedure Rules (Part 5B of the Constitution, paragraph 1.1) 

 



 

 


